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FUND FOR HUMAN NEED  

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR A LOCAL ARRANGEMENT 

Welcome and Notices -     

Call to Worship:    And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth (John 1 v 14).  

Hymn   8  God with us Creator Father   
 
Prayer  of Praise 
 
From the very beginning was 
Your Word, 
Which spoke this world into being, 
Your Word, 
Which thunders from the skies, 
Your Word, 
Which flows like mountain streams, 
Your Word, 
Which whispers in morning breeze, 
Your Word, 
Revealed through kings and prophets, 
Your Word, 
Revealed through Angels' praise, 
Your Word, 
Revealed in humble service, 
Your Word, 
Revealed through a tiny child, 
Your Word, 
Alive from the beginning of all things, 
And to eternity. Amen.  
 
Prayer of  Confession  
 
   "This is what the Lord Almighty said: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to 
one another.'" (Zechariah 7:9) 

Forgive our reluctance 
to raise our voices 
where we see injustice. 
Forgive our reluctance 
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to become involved 
where we see suffering. 
Forgive our reluctance 
to become a light 
in this world’s darkness. 
Forgive us, inspire us 
to make a difference, 
to be your willing servants, 
become your true disciples 
within this fragile world.  

As  we have said we are sorry, recreate us in the image of Jesus and enable us to serve him in 
the World. Amen 

  
 Gospel reading  - Matthew  2 v  13-23     

Now after the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  Then Joseph got up, took the child and 
his mother by night, and went to Egypt  and remained there until the death of Herod 

  When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men he was infuriated, and he sent and 
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to 
the time that he had learned from the wise men. 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went 
to the land of Israel.  But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the 
district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth.   

 
Fund for Human Need Talk 
 
The Fund for Human need (FHN) is a small Methodist-affiliated charity established in 1960 to 
relieve poverty and hunger.  Relief payments (once only, up to a maximum of £130) are made, 
irrespective of faith, ethnic origin or social group to individuals in the UK. Priority is given to 
those who are destitute or have no income or benefits, to those who are particularly vulnerable 
and to those where a small amount of money will make a significant difference.  Some of those 
who apply are asylum seekers or refugees and we all know the long delays in dealing with 
these cases. Others might have just left prison and need a helping hand to rebuild their lives. 
Others are victims of domestic violence or broken relationships. Some are homeless or sofa 
surfing. 
 
FHN Video in here   
The video can be shown direct from our website at: https://fundforhumanneed.org.uk/    or 
downloaded at https://vimeo.com/284961519?fl=pl&fe=vl      You may need an account – there 

https://fundforhumanneed.org.uk/
https://vimeo.com/284961519?fl=pl&fe=vl
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are free accounts available. Or contact Gill the FHN admin on fundhumanneed@gmail.com. 
who will arrange the best way to get it to you)  
 
Hymn 257 Would you walk by on the other side if someone called for aid? 
 
 
 
Old Testament  Lessons   

1. Isaiah 1:17 - ‘Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, 
plead for the widow.’ 
  

2. Psalm 82:3 - ‘Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and 
the destitute.’ 

Epistle James  2 v 14-17       
 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but does not have 
works? Surely that faith cannot save, can it? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do 
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead. 
 
Hymn   701 Heaven shall not wait for the poor to lose their patience  
 

 Address    

When we think of caring for the poor, we probably get a picture of taking up collections and 
distributing the proceeds to those in need. Certainly, this is a biblical concept, as we see it 
throughout the Bible. Paul took up a collection for the people who were greatly impacted by a 
famine (1 Cor. 16:1-4, 2 Cor. 8:1-15, Rom. 15:14-32).  

The Fund for Human Need are, of course, hoping that you will take up a collection or fundraise 
so that we can help more people.  

But there is a deeper aspect to caring for the poor that is often missed. The Bible instructs us to 
stay connected with one another, to help out, and to pursue justice. Isaiah 1:17 - ‘Learn to do 
good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.’  It wasn’t 
just about giving to the poor. It was about correcting oppressors and shielding the poor and 
oppressed from people who would wrong them.  And many people who come to us are in that 
situation  

Jesus said that the poor you will always have among you. This is not a descriptive statement 
telling us to resign ourselves to the idea that people will always be poor. No, he was quoting 
from Deuteronomy 15:11: “For there will never cease to be poor in the land.” In the context of 
Deuteronomy 15, there were poor because the Israelites were unfaithful in caring for the poor. 
In fact, the latter part of verse 11 says, “Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your 
hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.'” Just a few verses before, God 

mailto:fundhumanneed@gmail.com
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says, “But there will be no poor among you; for the Lord will bless you in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess” (Deut. 15:4). 

But caring for the poor was not just giving handouts. In the context of justice, it was about 
giving people dignity.   

Psalm 82:3 - ‘Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the 
destitute.’ 

And that is how we see our grants from FHN, not just giving money, giving love, hope trust, self 
esteem and confidence.  

You might wonder why we chose that Gospel reading for this Service. 

Some of those who apply to FHN are refugees and asylum seekers and this is definitely a 

politically hot potato at the moment, with the far right weaponizing the cross for their own ends 

and blaming asylum seekers and refugees for the ills of our society. 

And yet that Gospel story reminds us that being a refugee is not a new experience. 

Not long after his birth Mary and Joseph flee to Egypt as refugees for sanctuary. How would 
this family fare at a port of entry into the UK today? What story would Mary and Joseph tell 
when asked on what grounds they are seeking sanctuary in Britain? Would officials believe 
Mary and Joseph’s story about their child, and the dangers they face? 
  
With stories like these at the heart of Biblical witness some important questions are raised. 

What can be done to make room [Luke 2:7] for those who are seeking sanctuary among us 
here? There was no room in the Inn, but a place of safety was found.  

How can we help people facing similar situations to be welcome, have hospitality, be safe and 
have sanctuary in our communities today? 
 
We need to remind ourselves that in Hebrew and Christian spirituality, hospitality to the 
stranger is connected to encounters with God. 
 
When we make grants from FHN, we are making grants to strangers, we hear their stories, but 
we don’t know them. 
 
Sometimes we get lovely stories of thanks. 
   
In their own words -  
 We would like to express our sincere gratitude for your kindness and support during this 
challenging period. Your contribution is deeply appreciated and will be of great assistance to 
us. 
Thank you once again for your thoughtfulness. 
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 On behalf of my entire family, I want to express our deepest gratitude for the financial 
support you extended to us. Your kindness and generosity have truly made a difference in our 
lives during this time, and we are incredibly thankful. 
Your support has not only helped us practically, but it has also lifted our spirits. We are touched 

by your thoughtfulness and will always remember your generosity.With heartfelt thanks 

 

80% of our grants are for various reasons routed via frontline organisations who apply for 

clients.  

 

 I wanted to take a moment to thank you for the care and support you provide to me, my 

colleagues, and our beneficiaries here at Age UK Camden. The work you undertake to support 

and improve the lives of those who receive a grant from the Fund for Human Need is truly 

inspiring. 

In a time of division, climate disasters, and the ever-rising cost of living, it is comforting to know 

that there are compassionate individuals like those affiliated with the Fund for Human Need 

quietly and diligently making a difference in the world. 

 
One person recently returned her moneys to us once she was back on her feet. 
 

I have received the payment and I can’t begin to tell you how grateful I am. I had 
nowhere to turn in a state or crisis and you have helped me immensely. 

I will pay the amount back in the form of a donation as soon as I’m back on my feet. 
Cannot thank you enough 
 
 Hi there 

 I am now in a better position and have made my donation to your cause. I can’t  begin 

to tell you how much you helped me in my time of need. I won’t forget that      

 
There is so much in our current society which tips people over the edge - the cap on child 
benefit. it is said that removing this cap would be the best way of removing children from 
poverty.  And yet? 
 
The Fund for Human Need believe that we are being incarnational in our work – the Word 

became Flesh and dwelt amongst us.   

The people who apply are needy human beings to whom the fund can respond - but each 

month we have to turn folks away as we don’t have enough money to give out grants to all who 

ask.   So, each month we make hard choices, who is the most needy before us. 

With your help, we could give away even more grants.  

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but does not have 
works? Surely that faith cannot save, can it? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do 
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead.  Amen.  
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LITANY OF JUSTICE 
Minister: Jesus said,” I was hungry and you gave me food”. Made in the Image of God, 
All: We see the face of Christ in all. 
Minster: Jesus said, “I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink”. Made in the Image of 
God, 
All: We see the face of Christ in all. 
Minister: Jesus said, “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me”. Made in the Image of God, 
All: We see the face of Christ in all. 
Minister: Jesus said, “I was naked and you gave me clothing”. Made in the Image of God, 
We see the face of Christ in all. 
Minister: Jesus said, “I was sick and you took care of me”. Made in the Image of God, 
All: We see the face of Christ in all. 
Minister: Jesus said, “I was in prison, and you visited me”. Made in the Image of God, 
All:  We see the face of Christ in all. 
Minister: Jesus said, “In as much as you did it to one of those considered to be the least 
important, you did it to me”.  Made in the Image of God, 
All: We see the face of Christ in all and seek to serve Christ in all. 
 
Hymn 520 Give to me Lord a thankful heart 

Prayers for Others 

In faith let us pray to God our Father, 
in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
God of love, we pray for the life of your Church throughout the world . . .  May every 
congregation be a community of love and every Christian a witness to your grace. Renew all 
who worship in this place that we may be a living fellowship in your Spirit and serve our 
neighbourhood. 
 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done. 
 
God of mercy, we pray for the life of the world . . . and for those who exercise power . . .  Show 
us how to live as members of the human family; to reject the ways of war; to bear each other's 
burdens and to work together for justice and peace. 
 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done. 
 
God of compassion, we pray for those who are ill or anxious at home or in hospital . . .  We pray 
for those whose lives are filled with fear and despair, those who are homeless, refugees, 
asylum seekers, or living in poverty  . .  Draw near with your saving love and bring healing and 
hope. 
 
Your kingdom come. 
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Your will be done. 
 
God of glory, we rejoice in the communion of saints; we remember all who have faithfully lived 
and all who have died in Christian hope, especially . . .  Help us to follow their example and 
bring us with them into the fullness of your eternal joy. 
 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done. 

 
 
Concluding with this prayer said together 
 
Use these hands to carry others’ burdens 
Use this voice to carry your word. 
Use these feet to walk in your footsteps. 
Use my heart to transform the world. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray. 
All   Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn  239 Sent by the Lord am I  ( sung twice)  

 The Dedication of our Ourselves and our Offerings said together. 

 Gracious God, use our money and all that we have and all that we are for the building up 
of your kingdom in this church and Circuit and the wider world. Bless the work of the 
Fund for Human Need. As we take our worship, praise and prayer from this place, into 
our daily lives may we be sustained by your love. May we always be welcoming and 
hospitable to all and each day may we feel the presence of our Saviour walking beside 
us and know the power of the Holy Spirit to guide our actions and our words. Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing   
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Let the glory of the Father. 
be the light by which you walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which you walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which you walk. Amen   
 
 
 
PS It might be that you are not familiar with all of these hymns, so here are some other 
suggestions.  
 
StF 525 Look around you can you see? 
StF  672  Where can we find you Lord Jesus our Master 
StF  693 Beauty for Brokenness  
StF 706 Longing for Light 
 
 
More information about  FHN  can be found at 
 

website:  www.fundforhumanneed.org.uk  

 

If anyone wants to become a supporter the forms for Standing order & Gift Aid are also available here:   

 Standing order Instruction   Resources – Fund for Human Need 

Gift Aid  How to give to FHN – Fund for Human Need 

Charity registration 20886 

 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fundforhumanneed.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C668c7e6bc9b24584be5008da37eb1f54%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637883780219957122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t8ccDXg7JdcSAlLvPYC%2B3HOvzqFCEWnBNVQSpA2Yf5U%3D&reserved=0
https://fundforhumanneed.org.uk/?page_id=38
https://fundforhumanneed.org.uk/?page_id=111

